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to withdraw to its prewar boundaries, and has urged the Arabs
to adopt a more realistic attitude.117
The Soviet leaders, according to the Israelis, are very anxious
to see the Suez Canal opened up again. Soviet interest in main-
taining a viable fleet in the oil rich Arabian Gulf area, especially
with the impending departure of the British from that area in
1971, and with it the removal of Western military power from
that area, depends on easy access through the connecting water-
way, The opening of the canal would also enable the Soviets to
avoid the unnecessary expense involved in detouring their supplies
for Hanoi by other routes.118
arab position
The Arab leaders are finding themselves under renewed pressure
to start a war once again against Israel. There has been a mount-
ing fear in Cairo that the passage of time has been lending a de-
gree of permanence to the Israeli occupation of the Sinai Peninsula
and their presence on the east bank of the Canal. Moreover,
it is also felt that if the Arabs are seen to accept the status quo,
the international community will lose interest and the ceasefire
lines will solidify over the years into borders as was the case
after the Arab-Israeli conflict of 1948. This anxiety prompted
the Egyptians to start shelling across the Suez Canal, especially
after the middle of 1968, when they observed that the Israelis
were digging in on the eastern bank of the Canal in preparation
of what looked like a long stay.11* At the same time Cairo started
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1Mr Israel started entrenching herself along the Suez Canal when with
the passage of time, she found that the Arabs were unwilling to agree to
peace on her terms. Therefore, to force the Arabs to come to the con-
fercocc table, she tried to Tn^Vc the interim peace as painful and costly
as posabk by denying Egypt the use of the Suez Canal.
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